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Ψ!ƴŘ ǎƻ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΦ DƻŘ ƛǎ 
ƭƻǾŜΦ ²ƘƻŜǾŜǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƛƴ ƭƻǾŜ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƛƴ DƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ DƻŘ ƛƴ IƛƳΦΩ  

1 John 4:16 
 

Yo, limurrnydja dhuwal mar\gin \unhi \ayiny God ï 
Wa\arrnydja ga m^rr -\amathirr warray limurru\guny 

bala \aliny ga \unhi m^rr -nhirrpanmirra nhanukala m^rr

-\amathinyawuylilnydja. Bili God-Wa\arrnydja \unhi 

\ayipiny m^rr -\amathinyamirr warray, ga \uli \ali dhu 

ga nhina m^rr-\amathinyamirri\urnydja yan rom\ur, 

\unhiyiny nhakun \ali ga nhina wa\gany -manapanna 

nhanukala God-Wa\arrwala, ga God-Wa\arrnydja ga 

\ayipiny nhina wa\gany -manapandhi yan litjala\gal. 

1 Djon 4: 16 

Gäwa 

 

 

 

Richard Trudgen with community and staff members 

July 2010 Welcome back to another busy ς yet 
exciting term! Welcome to new staff 
(Jess), familiar faces (Grace), new 
students and families and also students 
returning to Gawa. We have also 
welcomed many visitors to Gawa in our 
first two weeks back.  We may be a tiny 
remote community ς but we are amazed 
at the great opportunities we have to 
celebrate Gods love for us.   

It is great to see many new mums and 
dads enjoying the kinder program with 
their babies and preschoolers this term. 
I always love to sneak into the Amala 
Yothu centre each morning because it is 
such a vibrant program run by the 
community. 

This term we welcome Jessica Whitby to 

our small team. Jessica is our new 

Transition ς Grade 4 teacher (Lower 

Primary) and the kids and community 

have instantly warmed to her.  It has been 

a particularly busy start to the term ς but 

Jessica has joined in and is already part of 

the growing Gawa family.  It is great to 

welcome her to Gawa and we wish her 

every blessing for her first teaching 

position.  

For two days at the start of term, we were privileged to have 

wƛŎƘŀǊŘ ¢ǊǳŘƎŜƴ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ Ƙƛǎ Ψ.ǊƛŘƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ DŀǇΩ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇΦ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ 

has lived in Arnhem Land for 30 years and is the author of the 

ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴǘƛŀƭ ōƻƻƪ Ψ²Ƙȅ ²ŀǊǊƛƻǊǎ [ƛŜ 5ƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ 5ƛŜΩΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ 

opportunity for all members of Gawa community to engage in 

discussion on how to best understand each other and how to help make our school an 

ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΦ CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ΨōŀƭŀƴŘŀΩ ǎǘŀŦŦ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŀ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ 

ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŀ ƎƭƛƳǇǎŜ ƛƴǘƻ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ǿŜ ǘǊǳƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ȅŜǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ 

reminder of how much we have in 

common with our underlying faith and 

hope for the future.  

ÚBridging  

the GapÛ   

Welcome to Jess! 

By Ben 

Amala Yothu Program  
(Mums & Bubs) 

By Lara  

Prayer & Praise:  

Pray for the community, school, new 
teachers, staff and their families at 
Mapuru. 
 

Give thanks for the many new faces in 
Gawa and Banthula ς and welcome  our 
new students and families.  
 

We give thanks to God for a new and 
exciting season. 

Jess Whitby 

Basma & Lara 

To learn more 
about  Arnhem 

Land and its history 
 we highly 

recommend reading 
wƛŎƘŀǊŘ ¢ǊǳŘƎŜƴΩǎ 

book  
Ψ²Ƙȅ ²ŀǊǊƛƻǊǎ [ƛŜ 
5ƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ 5ƛŜΩ 

Some of our kinder kids having fun at the beach 

Mark with some of our new students 



Gawa Christian School,  PMB 257 Elcho Island  via Winnellie 0822 Northern Territory  phone: 08 8987 9239 email: gawa@ntcsa.nt.edu.au 

Mayawa class enjoyed dressing up, using microphones and 

performing new role plays in front of their classmates this week. 

We are very proud of all the children who practised their lines 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ΨǎƪƛǘΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΦ Lǘ 

was a lot of fun and 

particularly entertaining 

ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ !ƛŘŜǎ 

dressed up to show their 

dramatic skills!  

It is exciting to once again offer individual and group sessions for students 

who need extra support in the area of literacy. Many students come to me 

individually or in small groups to practise reading, spelling and writing.  We 

play games, write short stories and read every day. It is always encouraging to 

see each child progress and become confident readers.   

In an exciting new part of our weekly routine, the 

Damala class have begun some more formal music 

lessons. A number of our older boys are taking their 

love for drumming to the next level 

as well as learning some basic 

ƎǳƛǘŀǊ ŎƘƻǊŘǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ aŀǊƪΩǎ ǘǳƛǘƛƻƴΦ  

Mayawa Class News  

Damala Class News   

It was with mixed feelings that we 

farewelled more of our senior class 

students this term. We now have six 

students attending the Indigenous 

Family Group Home program at 

Marrara Christian College, Darwin. We 

have representatives from all three 

ƘƻƳŜƭŀƴŘǎ ό.ŀƴΩǘƘǳƭŀΣ bŀƴƎƛƴȅōǳǊǊŀ 

and Gawa) schooling in Darwin. Here 

they attend school each day as well as 

ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎƛƴƎ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨǎǳōǳǊōǎΩ 

with house parents, getting involved in 

everyday activities like chores, 

shopping, homework, church, youth 

groups and other such teenage 

exploits. It was sad to see them go, 

and we will miss them, but it is a 

wonderful opportunity to see more of 

ǘƘŜ ΨōŀƭŀƴŘŀΩ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǇǳǊǎǳŜ 

further studies. 

Students Move On  

The rest of the class are having a go at the blow and 

ŘǊŀǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊƳƻƴƛŎŀΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

Saltwater Band level, but maybe one day..... 

Leilani and Ben on their harmonicas 

Dhalutj on the drums 

Music 

Lessons  

This semester we have installed 
Front  Row classroom 
amplification and microphone 

units in all of our classrooms. The system isolates the teachers 
voice from any back ground noises and therefore ensures that all 
students are focused, productive and on task. Students with 
temporary or permanent hearing problems or with learning 

ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘƛŜǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜ 
to digest several different 
messages around the room and 
can focus on learning. We are 
very appreciative to the 
individuals who have assisted us 
with raising funds for these 
wonderful systems.   

New Innovations  

Mayawa students enjoying 
role play costumes 

Some of our students at the airport awaiting 
their flight to Darwin 

By Ben 

By Ben 

By Lara 

By Lara 

By Lara 

Ben using the new microphone 

Lƴ 5ŀƳŀƭŀ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘŜǊƳ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǎǘǳŘȅƛƴƎ ά{ǘŜƭƭŀƭǳƴŀέ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ 

ǘŜȄǘ ŀƴŘ άYuta Gonydjuy ά ό¢ƘŜ bŜǿ ²ŀȄύ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ²ŀǊǊŀƳƛǊƛ ǎǘƻǊȅΦ 

Both stories are excellent examples of 

high quality literate writing as well as 

containing a thought provoking mes-

sage to discuss and work through. As 

part of our study of Yuta Gonydjuy we are 

also learning about wild bush honey (guku). We have heard 

about the history and moiety affiliation of the various types 

of guku, and the students went on a  field trip to actually 

taste some of this sweet, strong flowing honey! 

Wild Honey 

Literacy Support with Lara  

Ganabarra and Gotha teaching 
students about ógukuô 


